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preprint:

Identified 489 AI companion apps

Sampled 30 apps, stratified by popularity

Conducted structured walkthroughs of 
each appM
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How do the features offered by and designs of AI 
companion applications pose potential risks to users?

How can the features offered by AI companion 
applications be misuse by users to cause potential 
harm?
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Sensitive data emerges 
through app use

Companion anthropomorphism 
leveraged for engagement

Nonconsensual use of 
likeness through companion 

creation and media generation
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